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Good guy guide to useful gear
OUTSHOP — Outdoors editor Rich Landers has been noting the gear he either used heavily or
needed badly this year — two top reasons to consider putting them on your shopping list.

Among them:

« Waterproof blankets by Mambe ( mambeblankets.com/) are more than just a few square yards
of Polartec fleece. Whether you're enduring the wet weather in the stadium at the Apple Cup or in a
duck blind, these blankets have a waterproof layer that keeps your butt dry.

The stadium model also has a radiant heat reflective lining. The pet model is lighter fleece with a
waterproof barrier to protect the seats of your vehicle and the couch when you get home.

* ChargeCard , ( stuffjunction.com/) is perhaps the lightest, slimmest portable charger available
for smartphones, PDAs, iPods, MP3 players, PSP devices and handheld GPS units.

Basically the size of a credit card, it has twice the battery capacity of a cell phone. The usefulness
became obvious at elk camp this year, when the young-uns in the group slept in every morning after
their cell phones went dead and they lost use of their only alarm clocks.

ChargeCard would be handy in an emergency, too.

* Best American Science and Nature Writing, ( marinerbooks.com/) is an annual anthology of
slick articles from publications such as GQ, National Geographic, The New York Times and The New
Yorker. Topics range from Darwin to distant galaxies — heady subjects tackled in vibrant prose.

For example, to describe the largest creature on earth, one writer notes that the blue whale weighs
as much as “the entire NFL” and if Jonah had been introduced to the whale intravenously instead of
orally, he could have swam through the arteries. Good stuff.

« Peet boot dryers , ( peetshoedryer.com/) of St. Maries, Idaho, so simple, so effective for active
people who don’t have time to let the boots dry before it's time to go out again.

» Campfire cooking grills by Purcell Trench ( purcelltrench.com/ contact.htm) of Addy, Wash.,
come in a variety to suit everyone from backpackers to horsepackers and car campers. Light and
strong and, most of all, useful and effective.

* Bird Calendar by Spokane Audubon Society ( spokaneaudubon.org/) features birds of Eastern
Washington by local photographers. 2011 version is $10.

* Map of Washington streams and lakes, one of 22 wall-size state maps by Vivid Publishing (

streammaps.com/) showing virtually every seasonal and permanent creek and body of water in the

state. This isn't gear for the field, but rather a wall-hanger to marvel at when your luck has gone dry.

Jobs Homes Cars

Print Email 0 Share

http://www.spokesman.convstories/2010/nov/21/out-about/

Classifieds & Ads  Comics & Puzzles

January 10, 2011

Search ‘ C.\

Today’s headlines Archives

Find us on Facebook

~= The Spokesman-Review

" Like

4,113 people like The Spokesman-Review

— ‘
Genn Tracy .

Derek Patrick

Amanda

Saly Jenny
l] Facebook social plegin

Recent Activity

Man dies in walk-in cooler at Spokane
SR Taco Bell - Spokesman.com - Jan. 4,
2011

261 people shared this.

Eagles are national champions - Eagle
Report - The Spokesman-Review

143 people shared this.

Hstoic,  Couple arrested for hoarding cats
s 34 people shared this,

Study finds link between close birth
SR spacing, autism - Spokesman.com - Jan.
10, 2011

26 people shared this.

Armmed robber hits ice cream parlor in
SR arctic chill - Spokesman.com - Jan. 9,
2011

18 people shared this.

? EWU vs Delaware

27 people shared this.

ko=¥ Giving girl inspires kids clothing bank -
._.‘ 1] Spokesman.com - Dec. 30, 2010

n Facebook social plegin

SR SpokesmanReview
SpokesmanReview

Post Falls, CdA school boards meet tonight to
consider levies, other funding options http://bit.ly
/fh3kV0

22 minutes ago - reply

Eastern pulls it off, wins FCS championship!
2 days ago - reply

RT @LosSowa: EAST. WA FOX viewers still
blacked-out w/ #DIRECTYV dispute. We say get a
teen to hookup yr rabbit ears http://bit.ly/h370YG
2 days ago - reply

Join the conversation

Stories

Popular Most commented Most emailed

01 Ephrata lottery winner comes forward

1/10/2011 1:55 PM



Out & About - Spokesman.com - Nov. 21, 2010 http://www.spokesman.convstories/2010/nov/21/out-about/

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this,

Advertise Here

« Prev Back Next »
Self-amputation scene cuts to the bone of Ralston’s Can’t we just pass on Rush?
will to live

Recent stories in Outdoors
[ Fresh snow turns sagebrush steppe into garden of life January 9, 2011
[ Safety measures critical, wise winter boater warns January 9, 2011
[E out & About January 9, 2011
[ Field reports: Recreation funding hit in Gregoire proposal January 9, 2011

[l canadian backcountry skier completes huge uphill goal January9, 2011
]

No comments on this story so far. Add yours!

You must be logged in to post comments. Create an account or log in below.

Username:
Password:

Login

2 of 3

02 Man dies in walk-in cooler at Spokane
Taco Bell

03 Woman can’t shake felony’s impact
04 Eagles are national champions

05 State withdraws Medicaid coverage for
oral care

06 Death toll in Arizona shooting confirmed
at six

07 NW today: Boy impaled by branch while
sledding

Videos

Galleries

1/10/2011 1:55 PM



Out & About - Spokesman.com - Nov. 21, 2010 http://www.spokesman.convstories/2010/nov/21/out-about/

FAQ e« Contact us « News staff list « Job openings * Announcement forms ¢ Customer service * Community guidelines « NIE

Have a question or suggestion?

Tell us how we're doing ...

TOpiCS News Sports Opinion Features Entertainment
Times Today Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Media video Photos Galleries Audio

Places Spokane Idaho Spokane Voices Idaho Voices Washington Nation/World

Search C.\

Advanced search

Subscribe

Print edition home delivery
E-paper daily edition

Online premium « RSS feeds

THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

999 W. Riverside, Spokane, WA 99201

Mailing address
P.O. Box 2160, Spokane, WA 99210

By phone

Main switchboard: (509) 459-5000 « (800) 338-8801
Newsroom: (509) 459-5400 « (800) 789-0029
Customer service: (800) 338-8801

© Copyright 2011, The Spokesman-Review ¢ Copyright policy

30f3 1/10/2011 1:55 PM



